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1. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

Education system is one of the region common problems associated with democratic, economic and social changes. Especially in a transitional period the results of such changes depend much on the success of the education system. Covering all layers of the society education has an important influence on wide variety of the social activities. Emerging market economy as well as the building of civil society requires new skills, knowledge and competencies. Transitional period is often marked by the discrepancy between the population’s educational degree and career success which quite often cause misevaluation of the importance of an adequate education and value changes. 
This study aimed to assess populations’ attitudes towards education and main expectations in the South Caucasus. For this reason the Data Initiative of the Caucasus Research Resource Centre (CRRC) was used.
The data was collected from the capitals of the South Caucasus countries (Tbilisi-Georgia, Yerevan- Armenia and Baku-Azerbaijan). Respondents were selected to represent population in terms of gender and age. 

The main research objectives of the study were:

· Education accessibility and quality of education;

· Education motives;

· Basis of education and funding opportunities;

· Attitudes toward education and expectations;

· The role of education on employment opportunities;

· Main perspectives with regard to education in Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan

For the analysis the data collected on migration and economics were also used. 
The survey was carried out in 2004 in the capitals of the countries, in Tbilisi on1472 households, in Yerevan on 1500 and in Baku on 1489. In all 4461 households were surveyed. 

2. MAIN RESULTS
1. General findings 

In the South Caucasus in all 4461 respondents were surveyed; 39.8% were males and 60.2% females. The average age was 45 (SD=14.46; the minimal age was 16 and the maximum was 94).  
In Tbilisi 1472 respondents were surveyed; 36.9% were males and 63.1% females. The average age was 46 (SD=16.80; the minimum age is 18 and the maximum is 89).
In Yerevan 1500 respondents were surveyed; 37.2% were males and 62.8% were females. The average age was 46 (SD=17.28; the minimum age is 16 and the maximum is 94).

In Baku  1489 respondents were surveyed; 45.1% were males  and 54.9% were females. The average age was 42 (SD=14.91; the minimum age is 18 and the maximum is 91).

Lowest age is in Azerbaijan and the standard deviation of the age is lowest in Yerevan. 
Table 1. Gender of respondents by countries
	
	Country

	Male 
	Female
	All
	Male  %
	Female %

	1
	Georgia
	543
	929
	1472
	36.9
	63.1

	2
	Armenia
	558
	942
	1500
	37.2
	62.8

	3
	Azerbaijan
	672
	817
	1489
	45.1
	54.9

	4
	All
	1773
	2687
	4461
	39.8
	60.2


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
In all countries the biggest share of respondents had high education - 39.0%, (48.3% Georgian, 37.4% Armenian, 31.3% Azeri), followed by completed secondary education - 30.1% (18.8% Georgian, 28.7%- Armenian, 42.8% Azeri), technical - 18.3% (19.4% Georgian, 20.8% Armenian, 14.8% Azeri) and uncompleted high education -6.4% (9.2% Georgian, 5.4% Armenian, 4.5% Azeri). Very few respondents had uncompleted secondary education and with no primary education. 

Thus, in Georgia and in Armenia the main type of education is high, though more Georgians have high education than Armenians; In Azerbaijan the main type of education is completed secondary education. Types of education are given on the Table 2. 
Table 2. Education type by countries  

		Education Type
	Georgia %

	    A  Armenia  %

%

	Azerbaijan
%

	All  %


	1

	No primary education
	0.5

	0.3

	0.5

	0.4


	2

	Primary school
	0.4

	0.8

	2.4

	1.2


	3

	Incomplete secondary 
	2.9

	5.6

	3.6

	4.0


	4

	Completed secondary
	18.8

	28.7

	42.8

	30.1


	5

	Secondary technical
	19.4

	20.8

	14.8

	18.3


	6

	University
	9.2

	5.4

	4.5

	6.4


	7

	Post-university
	48.3

	37.4

	31.3

	39.0


	8

	Post graduate / scientific degree
	0.5

	1.0

	0.2

	0.6


		Total
	100.0

	100.00

	100.0

	100.0



	Source : CRRC Data Initiative, 2004



	


2.2 Involvement in education 
Among the surveyed 7.8% of respondents (350 respondents) in all countries are involved in education or attend some kind of educational or professional trainings. Among them 10.1% are Georgians (149 respondents), 7.6% Armenians (114) and the last 5.8% are Azeri (87 respondents) (Chi-square=18,938; df= 2; p<.05).   

Also, 1.6% attend different educational training programs; among them 2.4% are Georgian, 1.4% Armenian and 1.1% Azerbaijanian. 
Table 3 shows the educational institutes in which the respondents are involved; these institutes are: university, collage/technical schools, postgraduate studies and school.   
The biggest share of respondents study at the universities (77.3%), followed by the collages/technical schools (10.3%), post-graduate studies (7.1%) and finally by schools (1.4%). 

 Table 3. Educational institutions by countries 

	
	Educational institutions
	Georgia

%
	Armenia

%
	Azerbaijan
%
	All

%

	1


	University
	74.5
	73.7
	83.9
	77.3

	2
	Collage/technical school 
	10.7
	8.8
	11.5
	10.3

	3
	Post-graduate studies
	5.4
	12.3
	3.4
	7.1

	4
	School 


	1.3
	1.8
	1.1
	1.4

	   5
	I am not invilved 

	8.1
	3.5
	-
	3.9


      Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004

The biggest share of the respondents studying at universities are in Azerbaijan (83.9%), while the number of Georgians (74.5%) and Armenians (73.7%) at the universities is almost equal (CHI-SQUARE =16.110; df=8; p<.05); At collages/technical schools again more Azerbaijanian respondents (11.5%) study, while Armenia has more post-graduate students (12.3%); almost equal number of Georgians, Armenians and Azeri study at schools. All data are presented in the Graph 1. 
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Graph. 1. Educational institutions by countries
Education and family economic condition 

Education is becoming more and more dependent on social and economic factors. With Georgian and Armenian respondents the relationship between education involvement and family economic condition was found (Georgia  Chi-square= 49.94; df= 2; p<.05;  Armenia  Chi-square = 47.2; df= 2; p<.05; Azerbaijan  Chi-square =3.717; df= 2;  p=.294). 

For running the analysis the previous 5 categories (excellent, very good, good, fairy, bad, very bad, poor) of the family economic condition were grouped into three: good, fair, poor. As the results suggested the respondents who were involved in education defined their family condition as fairy and the respondents who were not involved in education considered their family to be poor. 71.1 % of Georgian respondents and 60.5% of Armenian respondents (60.9% of Azerbaijanian respondents) who were getting education were from the “fair” families and 51.3% Georgian respondents and 48.3% of Armenian respondents (28.7% Azerbaijanian respondents) who were nor receiving education defined their family economic condition as poor. The results are presented in the table 4.
Table 4. Education and family economic condition 

	Country
	Education
	family   economic  condition   %

	
	
	good 
	fairy


	poor 

	Georgia
	Yes
	5.4
	71.1
	22.8

	
	No
	1.4
	46.8
	51.3

	Armenia
	Yes
	20.2
	60.5
	19.3

	
	No
	7.1
	44.4
	48.3

	Azerbaijan
	Yes
	10.3
	60.9
	46.1

	
	No
	7.4
	54.1
	28.7


      Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
Education and gender 

Generally much more women (54.3%, 190 respondents) are involved in various educational programs than men (45.7%, 160 respondents) (X2=5.635; df=1; p<.05); only exception is  Azerbaijan where more men are getting education than women. 
Among  the Georgian respondents involved in educational institutions  38.3% were men and  61.7% were women; among Armenian respondents 44.7% were men and 55.3% were women and among Azeri respondents 59.8% were men and 40.2% were women (Chi-square =7.996; df= 1 ; p<.05). Significant gender difference was found in Azerbaijan where more men received education than women. Results are presented in the Graph 2.  
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Graph 2. Gender and education 
Education and marital status 

Most of the respondents (55.5%) were married and lived with their spouses (56% Georgian, 53.3% Armenian, 53.3% Azerbaijanian), 21.2% were never married (20.0% Georgian, 22.2% Armenian, 21.3%Azerbaijanian) and 13.8% were widowed (12.4% Georgian, 15.6% Armenia and 13.4% Azerbaijanian)

Involvement in education was associated with respondents’ marital status. Most of the respondents involved in education were not married (Georgia 7.5%, Armenia 6.6% and Azerbaijan 5.9%; Chi-square =220.259; df= 6; p<.05) while the respondents who were not  engaged in  education lived with their spouses (Georgia 54.1%; Armenia 42.6% and Azerbaijan 56.7%). 
      2.3. Decision on getting education

Respondents pointed out who had made decision to start educational program: made decision himself\herself, only parents made the decision or made the decision together with a parent. Analysis has revealed that the respondents had enough freedom in making decision on beginning the training program. The most of the respondents - 72,2% made their decision themselves, from these the Azeri had the most freedom as  85,1% of them made the decision themselves (Chi-square =12.760; do= 4; p<.05) compared to 68.2% of the Armenian and 67.2% the Georgian respondents. Also, most Armenian respondents (28.2%) made their decision together with their parents, and the parents made decision for the most Georgian respondents (6.6%).
Only few number of the respondents pointed to some additional sources in making decision. More concretely 1.1% of the Azerbaijanian respondents made their decision by chance, 1.4% of the Georgian respondents named different institutes (Goete, continuous education) and 0.7% named their current work. The results are presented in the table 5. 

Table 5. Decision about beginning education by countries  
	No
	Type of the decision 
	
	Georgia

	Armenia


	Azerbaijan


	All



	1
	Own decision
	N

%
	92

67.3
	75

68.2
	74

85.1
	241

72.2

	2
	Parents decision
	N

%
	9

6.6
	4

3.6
	2

2.3
	15

4.9

	3
	Mine and my parents decision 
	N

%
	33

24.1
	31

28.2
	9

10.3
	73

21.9

	4
	Other 
	N

%
	3

2.1
	0

0
	1

1.1
	4

1.2

	5
	Refuse to answer
	N

%
	0

0
	0

0
	1

1.1
	1

0.3

	6
	Total  
	N

%
	137

100
	110

100
	87

100
	334

100


      Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
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 Graph 3. Decision on getting education 
Decision on receiving education and gender difference  
The data about gender differentiations in making decision are presented in the table 6. Gender difference was not significant, though in general in the surveyed countries more men make decision independently about getting education whereas the women make such decisions together with their parents. 

Table 6. Gender differences on receiving education % 

	No
	
	Gender
	Own decision
	My parents decision 
	Together 

	1
	Georgia
	Male 
	64.6
	7.5
	26.4

	
	
	Female 
	85.7
	6.0
	22.6

	2
	Armenia
	Male 
	69.4
	4.1
	26.5

	
	
	Female 
	67.2
	3.3
	29.5

	3
	Azerbaïdjan
	Male 
	84.6
	1.9
	11.5

	
	
	Female 
	85.7
	2.9
	8.6

	4
	All
	Male 
	72.7
	4.5
	21.4

	
	
	Female 
	71.7
	4.4
	22.2


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
Also in Georgia and Azerbaijan, more women make decision independently about getting education than men, while in Armenia men make such decisions; parents make decision for men in Georgia and Armenia, and for women in Azerbaijan; men make decisions together with parents in Georgia and Azerbaijan, and women - in Armenia
2.4. Expenses for education

Respondents pointed out the financial source for the paying of their studies. Almost the half of the respondents was getting free education in these three countries; the biggest share of the respondents was in Georgia (58.4%) and in Azerbaijan (54.0%), and relatively smaller part represented the Armenian respondents (31.2%). The results are given in the table 7.
Next main source of financing was the income of the family members (36.6%), which was most frequently used in Armenia (48.6%), followed by Georgia (33.6%) and at last Azrebaijan (26.4%). Very few respondents (6.3%) paid from personal income; about the same number of the respondents in Armenia (8.3%) and Azerbaijania (8.0%) pay from personal income much fewer respondents in Georgia (3.6%). 
As is demonstrated in the table 7 relatives/friends pay for very few respondents (5.7%) which is most common in Armenia (9.2%); 1.5% is paid by sponsors and just one Azerbaijanian respondent (0.3%) took loans from the bank for paying for his/her education.  
Therefore, the main source of education in Georgia and Azerbaijan is free education while  in Armenia population is  more dependent on family income.
Table 7. Main financial sources for education 

	No
	Education 
	
	Georgia


	Armenia


	Azerbaijan


	Total



	1
	free of charge


	N

%
	80

58.4
	34

31.2
	47

54.0
	161

48.3

	2
	personal income
	N

%
	5

3.6
	9

8.3
	7

8.0
	21

6.3

	3
	Other h/h members 
	N

%
	46

33.6
	53

48.6
	47

54.0
	122

36.6

	4
	Relative/friends
	N

%
	2

1.5
	10

9.2
	7

8.0
	19

5.7

	5
	Credit/loan/
	N

%
	0

0
	0

0
	1

1.1
	1

0.3

	6
	Sponsor
	N

%
	2

1.5
	3

2.8
	0

0
	5

1.5

	7
	Employer is paying
	N

%
	0

0
	0

0
	1

1.1
	1

0.3

	8
	Refuse to answer
	N

%
	2

105
	0

0
	1

1.1
	3

0.9

	
	Total 
	N

%
	137

100
	109

100
	87

100
	333

100


 Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
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Graph  4. Financial source of education

Bigger proportion of respondents in Georgia (86.5%) are well informed about their household income, than respondents in Armenia (80.6%) and Azerbaijan (73.1%) (Chi-square =130.925); df= 6 ; p<.05).  22,6% of Azeri, 17.3% of Armenians  and 11.1% of Georgians are partly informed about their family incomes,; appropriately 2.1%-2.1% of Georgians and Armenians and 2.0% of Azeri are not informed about their family income. 
According to the respondents, the families of their type, size and structure spend about 350.00$ per month, from this amount 33.21$ are spent on education. 
The biggest amounts are named by Georgian respondents, than by Armenian respondents and  Azeri. 
According to the Georgian respondents the families of their type, size and structure spend about 593.48$ per month (SD= 765.75), from this amount on average 53.3$ (SD=71.1 maximum $1500) is spent on education which takes the 4th position in the list of 12 categories. 

According to the Armenian respondents the families of their type, size and structure spend about 245.21$ per month (SD =223.26), from this amount on average  36.2$ (SD=44.3; maximum 400$ )are spent on education which takes the 6th position in the list of 12 categories. 

According to the Azerbaijanian respondents the families of their type, size and structure spend about 350.00$ a month (SD=504.28), from this about 11.99$ (SD=27.5; maximum 220$) are spent on education which takes the 7th position in the list of 12 categories. 

As it can be seen from the table 8 standard deviations are very high in all countries, especially in the case of Georgia, which points to the greater differentiation of society.

Thus, the structure of needed expenditures differs greatly across the countries, although the share of expenditures for food is everywhere very high (see table 8). The least amount in Georgia   is spend on mobile phone (M=35.72), in Armenia on health 
 (M=25.33) and in Azerbaijan on entertainment (M=8.94).   
Table 8. HH expenditures by countries

	N
	Expenditures
	Mean

SD
Range
	Georgia

N=1472
	Armenia
N=1500
	Azerbaijan

N=1489
	Total
N=4461

	1
	Education
	Mean

SD
Range
	53.31

71.07
4
	36.23

44.32
6
	11.99

27.50
7
	33.21

55.41
4

	2
	Healthcare
	Mean

SD
Range
	42.36

68.84
9
	25.33

34.04
11
	12.43

27.80
6
	26.80

50.03
9

	3
	Utilities
	Mean

SD
Range
	38.54

76.76
10
	28.55

24.99
9
	14.05

21.34
4
	26.99

49.20
7

	4
	Food
	Mean

SD
Range
	99.11

70.88
1
	95.20

62.24
1
	84.44

48.93
1
	92.89

61.61
1

	5
	Flat rental
	Mean

SD
Range
	42.79

47.12
8
	59.00

38.46
4
	9.02

26.87
11
	26.81

42.13
8

	6
	Clothing
	Mean

SD
Range
	58.25

87.13
3
	45.17

46.07
5
	25.65

28.69
2
	42.59

62.73
3

	7
	Babysitter/housekeeper
	Mean

SD
Range
	44.90

48.68
6
	75.08

35.47
2
	5.80

22.49
13
	25.85

42.86
10

	8
	Recreation
	Mean

SD
Range
	85.82

314.46
2
	60.51

55.04
3
	11.08

27.43
9
	48.90

219.66
2

	9
	Leisure
	Mean

SD
Range
	49.14

61.29
5


	33.22

36.65
7
	8.94

25.52
12
	29.50

49.34
5

	10
	Transport
	Mean

SD
Range
	43.60

156.98
7
	25.83

27.75
10
	17.66

23.85
3
	29.17

95.93
6

	11
	Mobile phone
	Mean

SD
Range
	35.72

54.75
11
	33.03

40.25
8
	11.72

24.44
8
	24.57

43.71
11

	12
	Other
	Mean

SD
Range
	0
	0
	13.00

0
5
	13.00

.00
13

	13
	Other
	Mean

SD
Range
	0

	22.75

32.20
12
	9.33

46.49
10
	20.88

34.83
12

	
	Total 
	Mean

SD
	593.48

765.75


	245.21

223.26
	214.86

210.57
	350.00

504.28


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
According to 17.5% (782 respondents) during the last year their families took more than  $100 debt/loan; among them  9.6% did this several times and  7.8% did only once.  18.7% of households in Georgian, 18.8% in Armenians and 15.2% in Azerbaijan took debt/loans once or several times.    

Also 9.8% (89 respondents) named education as a debt taking reason; among them 10.4% (33 respondents) were Georgians, 9.1% (30 respondents) were Armenians and 9.9% (26 respondents) were Azeri. 
Table 9. Purpose of taking debt 
	
	Reasons

	
	Georgia
N=1472
	Armenia
N=1500
	Azerbaijan
N=1489
	Total
N=4461

	1
	Pay business expenses/invest
	No

%
	62

19.5
	34

10.3
	11

4.2
	107

11.7

	2
	Pay for education
	No

%
	33

10.4
	30

9.1
	26

9.9
	89

9.8

	3
	Purchasing/constructing/

renovating house
	No

%
	18

5.7
	24

7.3
	24

9.1
	66

7.2

	4
	Pay for medical care
	No

%
	94

29.5
	92

28.0
	75

28.5
	261

28.7

	5
	Purchase of capital goods
	No

%
	13

4.1
	22

6.7
	44

16.8
	79

8.7

	6
	Pay back previously taken loans/credits
	No

%o
	54

17.0
	21

6.4
	9

3.4
	84

9.2

	7
	Other
	No

%
	44

13.8
	106

32.2
	74

28.1
	224

24.7

	
	Total
	No

%
	318

100
	329

100
	263

100
	910

100


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
Respondents also indicated the sources of their loans took for education. They could name more than one source from the provided list of seven. As the table 10 shows, the main source of the loan was a private person without interest rate (52.5%); the same source was mentioned in all the three countries, in particular, 65.5% of the respondents in Azerbaijan, 55,9% in Armenia and 39.5% in Georgia  pointed to a private person without interest rate. The next source was a private person with interest rate (20.8%) and bank and other credit organizations (20.8%). Just 5.9% pointed out special credit programs as the source of educational programs; It is interesting who was meant private persons without interest rate, because as we  mentioned above just few relatives and  friend pay for education.  
Table 10. Source of educational loans
	
	Source of debt//loans 
	No

%
	Georgia
	Armenia
	Azerbaijan
	Total

	1
	Private person with interest rate
	No

%
	14

31.6
	4
11.8
	5

17.2
	21

20.8

	2
	Private person
	No

%
	15

39.5
	19

55.9
	19

65.5
	53

52.5

	3
	Bank and other credit organizations
	No

%
	9

23.7
	8

23.5
	4

13.8
	21

20.8

	4
	Special credit programs 
	No

%
	3

5.3
	3

8.8
	1

3.4
	6

5.9

	
	Total 
	No

%
	41

100.0


	34

100.0


	29

100.0


	101

100.0




Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
2.5. The reasons of begining education  

a) Respondents named two main reasons of starting the educational program. In all three counties successful career in their own country was named as the first reason (35.5%), and love of the chosen profession - as the second reason (37.5%) (See table11, Graph.5).  
First reason by countries was:

Creation of successful career (43.5%) in Georgia, and love of the chosen profession – in Armenia (32.3%) and Azerbaijan (44.4%).

Second reason by countries was: 

Love of the chosen profession in Georgia (44.5%) and Armenia (45.05), and getting diploma in Azerbaijan (40.2%). (See Graph 5) 
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Graph 5. Reasons of starting education 
Two main reasons of starting education by countries  are given on the Tables 12 and 13. 
As the table 12 shows in Georgia and in Azerbaijan successful career in the own country, love of the chosen profession and getting diploma were selected  by the biggest share of the respondents, while in Azerbaijan apart from these tree reasons there was also named a career in abroad. It should be mentioned that the ranks of these reasons differ by countries. 
Table 12. First main reason of starting education 
	No
	Reasons 
	Georgia

%
	Range
	Armenia

%
	Range
	Azerbaijan

%
	Range
	Total

	1
	To receive diploma


	12.0
	3
	4.8
	4.5
	11.1
	3
	9.7

	2
	To escape/delay military service
	3.3
	6
	-
	
	-
	
	1.4

	3
	To find a good spouse
	2.2
	7.5
	1.6
	6.5
	-
	
	1.4

	4
	It was my family's tradition
	8.7
	4
	4.8
	4.5
	3.2
	5.5
	6.0

	5
	To have successful career in country


	43.5
	1
	27.4
	2.5
	31.7
	2
	35.5

	6
	I like my area of study/profession
	22.8
	2
	32.3
	1
	44.4
	1
	31.8

	7
	To have a good job abroad
	4.3
	5
	27.4
	2.5
	4.8
	4
	11.1

	8
	To be educated


	2.2
	7.5
	-
	
	1.6
	7
	1.4

	9
	To help family


	-
	
	-
	
	3.2
	5.5
	0.9

	10
	Other
	1.1
	9
	1.6
	6.5
	-
	
	0.8

	
	Total


	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
Successful career, love of the profession and receiving diploma in all countries were named as the main second reason for starting education. Thus, though difference among countries is not large, rank order of the reasons is again different.  
Table 13.  Second main reason of starting education
	No
	Reasons 
	Georgia

%
	Range
	Armenia

%
	Range
	Azerbaijan

%
	Range
	Total

	1
	To receive diploma

	6.6
	3
	12.8
	3
	40.2
	1
	17.4

	2
	To escape/delay military service
	2.2
	4
	0.9
	
	-
	
	1.2

	3
	To find a good spouse
	-
	
	-
	
	-
	
	-

	4
	It was my family's tradition
	1.5
	5.5
	2.8
	5
	-
	
	1.5

	5
	To have successful career in country


	43.1
	2
	28.4
	2
	39.1
	2
	37.2

	6
	I like my area of study/profession
	44.5
	1
	45.0
	1
	17.2
	3
	37.5

	7
	To have a good job abroad
	0.7
	7
	9.2
	4
	-
	
	3.3

	8
	To be educated


	1.5
	5.5
	-
	
	--
	
	0.5

	9
	To help family


	-
	
	-
	
	
	
	

	10
	Other
	-
	
	0.9
	6
	3.3.
	4
	0.9

	
	Total


	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
b) In all countries age was named as the first reason for not beginning education (39.9%). As mentioned above on average age of the respondents was equal to 45; Having no time was named as the second reason for not starting education (22.4%; Georgia 44.4%; Armenia 42.5% and Azerbaijan 32.9%) as in all the three countries together as in Georgia(29.2% (See Graph.6); having no interest in studying was the second reason in Armenia and Azerbaijan (21.8%- 24.5%). 
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Graph. 6 Reasons of not beginning education 
Reasons of not getting education with ranges are given in the table 15 and 16.  As the table 15 shows age, having no time and satisfaction with the current  profession are named as the most important reasons in all the three countries except Azerbaijan where instead of satisfaction with  my current profession no interest in studding was named. 
Table  15.  First reason of not beginning education 
	No
	Reasons
	Georgia
%
	Range
	Armenia
%


	Range
	Azerbaijan
ni %

 
	Range


	1
	I can not afford it (financial problem)
	13.2
	4
	11
	4
	13.3
	5

	2
	I do not have time
	19.8
	2
	13.1
	3
	14.1
	3

	3
	I am satisfied with my current profession/position.
	15.9
	3
	20.6
	2
	13.7
	4

	4
	It would not give me additional career possibilities
	3.0
	5
	3.0
	6
	5.8
	6

	5
	I am too old (age)
	44.4
	1
	42.5
	1
	32.9
	1

	6
	I am not interested
	2.2
	6
	8.4
	5
	14.4
	2

	7
	Healthcare problem
	0.2
	9
	0.5
	8
	-
	

	8
	I’ll get education in the future 
	0,3
	8
	-
	
	-
	

	9
	Other

	0.9
	7
	1.1
	7
	1.5
	8

	10
	Refuse to answer

	-
	
	-
	
	4.3
	7

	
	Total

	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
As the table 16 shows in Georgia the priorities had the following reasons: having no time, age and financial problems ; in Armenia the respondents named the following reasons: no interest in studying and satisfaction with the current profession and in Azerbaijan- no interest in studying, age and having no time.   
Table  16.  Second reason of not getting education
	No
	Reasons
	Georgia

%
	Range
	Armenia

%


	Range
	Azerbaijan

ni %

 
	Range

	1
	I can not afford it (financial problems)
	19.6
	3
	11.5
	5
	7.3
	5

	2
	I do not have time
	29.2
	1
	17.1
	4
	20.1
	3

	3
	I am satisfied with my current profession/position.
	13.4
	4
	17.4
	3
	5.7
	6

	4
	It would not give me additional career possibilities
	6.8
	6
	9.1
	6
	18.1
	4

	5
	I am too old.
	21.7
	2
	20.3
	2
	22.1
	2

	6
	I am not interested
	9.0
	5
	21.8
	1
	24.5
	1

	7
	Healthcare problem
	-
	
	1.8
	7
	-
	

	8
	I’ll get education in the future 
	-
	
	-
	
	-
	

	9
	Other


	0.2
	7
	1.2
	8
	2.2
	7

	10
	Refuse to answer


	-
	
	-
	
	-
	

	11
	Total

	100.0
	
	100.0
	
	100.0
	


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
2.6 Attitudes towards educational system 

Respondents’ trust towards educational system was assessed by the 5-point scale where 1 meant complete distrust and 5 - complete trust.  The respondents reported more or less positive attitude (M=3.20, SD=1.22); among them the most positive attitudes towards educational system was in Armenia (M=3.33; SD=1.26), than in Azerbaijanian (M=3.22, SD=1.17) and last in Georgia (M=3.06, SD=1.21) F=17.686; df=2; P<0.05). Also, as it is given in the table 17, the respondents in Azerbaijan and in Georgia had the most trust in their presidents, and the respondents in  Armenia – in religious institutions; mistrust  is considerable towards the  political parties in Georgia and in Armenia and  in Azerbaijan towards the parliament.  

Table  17. Trust to social institutions by countries 

	No
	Social Institutes
	M

Range
	Georgia

N=1472
	Armenia

N=1500
	Azerbaijan

N=1489
	Total

N=4461

	1
	Parliament
	M

Range
	3.24

5
	2.00

14
	2.9

12
	2.72

10.5

	2
	Police
	Mean

Range
	2.67
13
	2.32

10
	3.15

7
	2.71

12

	3


	Court/justice
	Mean

Range
	2,87
11
	2.16

12
	3.03

8.5
	2.68

13

	4
	Political parties
	Mean

Range
	2.64
14
	2.12

13
	2.58

14
	2.45

14

	5
	Churv
	M

Range
	3.46

4
	4.00

2
	3.02

10
	3.51

3

	6
	Media
	Mean

Range
	3.63
3
	3.00

5
	3.55

3
	3.39

4



	7
	Army
	Mean

Range
	3.99
2
	4.05

1
	3.87

2
	3.97

1

	8
	Education system
	M

Range
	3.06
9
	3.33

3
	3.22

4
	3.20

5.5

	9
	Prime  minister/ministers
	M

Range
	3.11
8
	2.18
11
	3.20

6
	2.82

9

	10
	Heakth system
	M

Range
	2.92
10
	2.98

6
	3.03

8.5
	2.98

7

	11
	President
	Mean

Range
	4.43
1
	2.60

7
	4.23

1
	3.76

2

	12
	Human rights /ombudsmen
	Mean

Range
	3.18

7
	2.34

9
	2.91

11
	2.84

8

	13
	Market economics
	Mean

Range
	3.20

6
	3.19

4
	3.21

5
	3.20

5.5

	14
	Local NGOs
	Mean

Range
	2.82

12
	2.49

8
	2.87

13
	2.72

10.5


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
We divided 5-point scale into 3 groups: trust, neutral position and mistrust; the analysis has shown that in all countries respondents expressed trust towards the educational system (Chi-square=68.266 df=6; p<.05). The results are given in the table 18.  Among the surveyed respondents 45.7% trusted the educational system, 27.6% did not trust, 23.3% had neutral attitude and 3.4% did not answer the question. 
Table 18. Trust toward the educational system by countries 
	
	Trust
	Georgia

%
	Armenia

%


	Azerbaijan

%
	Total

%

	1
	Trust
	39.9
	52.6
	44.5
	45.7

	2
	Neutral
	27.0
	17.5
	25.4
	23.3

	3
	Mistrust
	30.3
	26.4
	26.2
	27.6

	4
	Do not know
	2.9
	3.4
	3.9
	3.4

	5
	Total 
	100
	100
	100
	100


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
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 Graph.7 Trust toward the educational system
Respondents were asked to select three most effective organizations from the provided list of 14 organizations operating in their countries. 
The biggest share of the respondents named education among 3 most effective organizations in Armenia  followed by Azeri and finally Georgian respondents. It should be mentioned here, that more respondents expressed trust towards educational system than considered it as an effective organization. 

Education as the first effective organization choose 7.85% in Armenia, only 1.3%% in Georgia and 2.8% in Azerbaijanian. Results are presented in the table 19.  

15.7% of the respondents in Armenian, 3.3% in Georgia and 9.1% in Azerbaijan named educational system as the second most effective organization operating in their countries. 
15.6% of the respondents in Armenia, 3.8% in Georgia and 7.9% in Azerbaijan named education as the third effective organization in their countries. 
Thus, education is considered as the effective organization by the biggest share of the Armenian respondents, followed by the Azeri and Georgian respondents.  
        Table 19. Education as - I, II and III effective organizations 

	
	
	I effective organization  %


	II effective organisation %


	III effective organization %



	Georgia
	%

range 
	1.3

8(14)
	3.3

9(14)
	3.8

10(14)

	Armenia
	%

range
	7.85

3(14)
	15.7

3(14)
	15.6

1(14)

	Azerbaijan
	%

range
	2.8

8(14)
	9.1

4(14)
	7.9

4(14)

	Total 
	%

range
	4.0

6(14)
	8.8

4.5(14)
	7.9

5(14)


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004
2.7. Migration for the purpose of getting education
For getting education population migrate to the capital, as well as abroad.  
According to the data 57.5% Georgian respondents were born in Tbilisi, 61.3% in Yerevan and 60.8% in Baku. 
In all three countries 20,8% of the family members  have migrated to the capital for the purpose of getting education that is one of the main reasons of migration after two reasons: migration for  the family conditions (22.9%) and moving of the family to live elsewhere (25.7%). 

Migration to the capital for receiving education is named by the biggest share of the respondents in  Georgian (32%, which is the very first from the 7 reasons,  than in Armenia  (21.5%)  which is second out of the 7 reasons and finally in Azerbaijan (8.2%) which is the third one. 
Table 23.  Migration to the capital

	
	Reason of Migration
	Georgia

%
	Armenia
%
	Azerbaijan

%
	Total

	1
	Work
	10,9
	12,6
	14,4
	12,6

	2
	Income
	1,4
	,5
	1,4
	1,1

	3
	Education
	32,0
	21,5
	8,2
	20.8

	4
	Family remove
	22,2
	34,9
	20,2
	25,7

	5
	Family reason (marriage, divorce)
	21,6
	19,6
	27,6
	22,9

	6
	War/ethno cvonflicts
	10,6
	5,2
	26,6
	14.0

	7
	Otre 


	1.3
	5.7
	1.6
	3.0

	
	Total


	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


Source: CRRC Data Initiative, 2004

From all three countries 6.8% have been abroad; Among them the biggest share of the respondents are from Armenia (9.3% 140 respondents), followed by the relatively fewer Georgian respondents (8.2%, 121 respondents) and at last Azeri respondents (2.9%-43 respondents). 
For the purpose of getting education almost the third of migrants are from Georgia (21.5%), the number of such people in Armenia (9.2%) and Azerbaijan (4.7%) is much fewer.

In all three countries 13.4% (41 respondents) pointed out education as the main reason for staying abroad. Only one Georgian respondent (2.89%)  want to go abroad for getting education  while the Armenian and Azeri respondents did not express such wish. 
The countries of the family member migration for the purpose of education are Russia and Germany. The biggest share of respondents pointed out Russia as the country for educational migration (24.4%), Followed by Germany (23.0%) and Turkey (17.9%). Main country of migration from Georgia is Germany (53.8%), from Armenia the USA (30.8%) and from Azerbaijan one respondent is in Russia (50.0%) and one in Turkey (50.0%). Results are given in the table 24.
.
Table 24. Migration abroad for getting education by countries 
	
	Countries
	
	Georgia
	Armenia

	Azerbaijan
	Total

	1
	Germany
	No

%
	14

53.8
	2

15.4
	-
	16

23.0

	2
	Ingland 
	No

%
	6

23.1
	-
	-
	6

7.7

	3
	Hungary
	No

%
	2

7.7
	-
	-
	2

2.6

	4
	Turkey
	No

%
	1

3.8
	-
	1

50.00
	2

17.9

	5
	Russia
	No

%
	
	3

23.1
	1

50.00
	4

24.4

	6
	Israel
	No

%
	1

3.8
	-
	-
	1

1.3

	7
	Egipt
	No

%
	1

3.8
	-
	-
	1

1.3

	8
	Zceh
	No

%
	1

3.8
	-
	-
	1

1.3

	9
	USA
	No

%
	-
	4

30.8
	-
	4

10.3

	10
	Ukrain
	No

%
	-
	
	-
	-

	11
	Greek
	No

%
	-
	1

7.7
	-
	1

2.6

	12
	Spanish
	No

%
	-
	1

7.7
	-
	1

2.6

	13
	Switzeland
	No

%
	-
	1

7.7
	-
	1

2.6

	14
	Swiss
	No

%
	
	1

7.7
	
	1

2.6

	
	Total

	No

%
	26

100.0
	13

100.0
	2

100.0
	41

100.0


  Source :  CRRC data base,  2004

2.8. Factors of getting a job 

   The respondents named two most important factors to start a job in their countries. In all three countries having connection was named as the first (30.7%) as well as the second (27.7%) factor. 
Receiving education is perceived as an important factor for getting a job, particularly in Georgia; in Armenia and Azerbaijan relatively fewer respondents consider getting education as important factors for starting a job.  
The respondents considered education as one of the important factors for beginning a job.  24.8% of the Georgian respondents and 16.3% of the Armenian respondents selected education as the first factor for starting a job that remains on the second place among the 10 factors after connections (28.1%); the Azerbaijanian  (29.1%) hold the first place regarding the given data.  
13.2% of the Georgian respondents and 11.3% of the Armenian respondents considered education as the second main factor for starting work, that remains on the 4th place among 10 factors after connections, money and professional abilities; 7.9% of the Azerbaijanian respondents consider education as the second main reason for getting a job that is on the 5th place after money, connections and professional abilities; the results are presented in the table 25. 

Table 25.  Education as the factors for starting work by countries 

	Country
	%

Range
	Reason  1
	Reason   2



	Georgia
	%

Range
	24.8%

2(10)
	13.2%

4(10)

	Armenia
	%

Range
	16.3%

2(10)
	11.3%

4(10)

	Azerbaijan
	%

Range
	29.1%

1 (10)
	7.9%

5(10)

	Total 
	%

Range
	23.4%

2(10)
	30.7%

4 (8)
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Graph. 8. Education as a factor of starting a job 
Attitude towards getting a job is optimistic, as the biggest share of respondents think that they can find a job by specialty (68.6%) and  less respondents by nonspeciality (12.6%); also, just 14.4% think that they won’t be able to find work and smallest share think that they do not start searching work  (Chi-square=149.102 df= 3; p<.05).
 69.3% of the Georgian respondents, 70.0% of the Armenian respondents and 65.5% of the Azeri respondents think that after completion of  education they will start a job in accordance to their specialty and 13.1% of the Georgian respondents, 8.2% of the Armenian respondents and 17.2% of the Azeri respondents think that they will start a job not in accordance to their professions.  15.3% of the Georgian respondents, 12.7% of the Armenian respondents and 14.9% of the Azeri respondents think they wont be able to  find work; Even will not look for work 2.2% of the Georgian, 0% of the Armenian respondents and 2.3% of the Azerbaijanian respondents.  
Thus, respondents’ attitude towards starting a job after getting education is optimistic. The results are presented in the Graph.9. 
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Graph 9. Attitude toward starting a job after completion education 
In the table 28 there are presented main occupational institutions by countries.  
Among the surveyed 20.8% are unemployed and are looking for work, 12.8% of the respondents point out that they are unemployed and are not looking for work. 19.4% of the respondents are pensions or disabled. 
Unemployment rate is the highest in Georgia (26.7% is unemployed and are looking for work and 10.8% are not looking for work), next in Azerbaijan (18.3% and 15.2%) and finally in Armenia (17.4% and 12.5%). 
State organization / company is the main employer organization in all three countries. 
Table 28. Curent occupation
	
	Organisations
	Georgia %
	Armenia
%
	Azerbaijan
%
	Total
%

	1
	Private organisation/company
	11.9
	13.9
	7.3
	11.0

	2
	State organization/company
	20.4
	18.8
	23.6
	20.9

	3
	International organisation/company
	0.8
	0.9
	1.1
	0.9

	4
	Self-employed

	4.8
	5.3
	5.6
	5.2

	5
	Emploeyer

	0.1
	1.0
	0.7
	0.6

	6
	Unemployed and looking for work
	26.7
	17.4
	18.3
	20.8

	7
	Student

	6.7
	6.1
	5.2
	6.0

	8
	Nensioner/disabled
	17.7


	24.0
	16.5
	19.4

	9
	Not employed and not looking for work
	10.8
	12.5
	15.2
	12.8

	10
	Other

	0.1
	0.1
	6.6
	2.4

	11
	Total

	100
	100
	100
	100


 Source:  CRRC data base, 2004
Two main reasons of unemployment are inability to get a job 37.4%, 498 respondents) and inability to get a properly paid job (20.4%). 

53.5% (291 respondents) of the Georgian respondents, 36.9% (165 respondents) of Armenian respondents and just 12.7% (42 respondents) of the Azeri respondents pointed to inability of getting a job as the main reason of unemployment. 

Contrary to this the most of the Azeri respondents pointed to inappropriate payment (23.3%; 77 respondents) followed by the Armenian (21.5%; 96 respondents) and Georgian respondents (17.7%; 98 respondents). Only 0.6% (8 respondents) of the respondents pointed to getting education as the reason for unemployment.  Among them 4 respondents are Georgians, 1 is Armenian and 3 are Azeri. 
2. CONCLUSIONS
In the South Caucasian countries higher education is the major type of education. The major type of education in Georgia and Armenia is higher education, however, much more Georgian respondents have received higher education than the Armenian respondents; in Azerbaijan complete secondary education represents the major type of education.  
Nowadays 7.8% of the interviewed respondents in all three countries are getting education or being involved in some educational programs. Most of them are Georgians, than Armenians and the least of them are the Azerbaijanian respondents. 
Much more women are being involved in various educational programs than men. The exception is Azerbaijan where, unlike Georgia and Armenia, more men are getting education than women.

The link between participating in the educational programs and family economic conditions was found. The respondents of average sufficiency study more, and the respondents who do not study point out their economic condition as poor. Since the income of the family members is the important financing source of education in Georgia and Azerbaijan and in Armenia it represents the major source of financing, it is natural that education and family economic conditions are linked.  
The link was fixed between getting education and marital status. The most respondents who are getting education, have never been married and the respondents who are not getting education are married and live with their spouses. This may be connected with the age and more free time because both were named as significant reasons of not getting education. 

In all three countries the biggest share of the respondents study at the universities, then in college / technical school, post-graduate course and at school.  
The most of Azerbaijanian respondents study at universities and colleges / technical schools. The most post-graduates are the Armenian respondents. Approximately the same number of Georgian, Armenian and Azerbaijanian respondents study at schools. 
The respondents have enough freedom in making decision on beginning the training program. Among them, the Azerbaijanain respondents have more freedom, the next are Armenians, and the Georgian respondents are the last. Unlike the Azerbaijanian respondents, the most Armenian respondents made decision about starting educational program together with their parents, and parents took decision for the most Georgian respondents.     
The very few number of respondents pointed to the other additional source of making decision, such as chance, assistance of different institutions or job. 

In connection with decision on receiving education the gender differentiations are not very significant however, as usual in the South Caucasus more men make decision about starting education themselves whereas women are more likely to take such decisions together with their parents.  

Also, according to the countries, women in Georgia and Azerbaijan are likely to make decisions independently about beginning training programs than men, in Armenia such decisions are made by men; parents take decisions for men in Georgia and Armenia and for women in Azerbaijan; in Georgia and Azerbaijan men, and in Armenia women made decisions together with their parents.

 
The respondents point to the different sources of financing education, these are as follows: free education, private income, income of other family members, assistance of a friend / relative, debt / credit from bank / loans, sponsors, employer.  

For almost half respondents involved in the education system, the education is free, the most of them are Georgians, the next are Aeri and finally – the Armenians. 
After free education the main source of financing is the income of other family members, which is most frequently used in Armenia, then in Georgia and at last in Azerbaijan. This factor
regarding getting education definitely makes the respondent dependent on family economic conditions.

Only few of the respondents pay the fees from their private income; from them approximately the equal number of the Armenian and Azerbaijanian respondents and much fewer Georgian respondents. This is no surprise if we take into account the high index of unemployment in all three countries, especially in Georgia.

Therefore, the main source of getting education in Georgia and Azerbaijan is free education and in Armenia respondents are more dependent on family income because the major financing source is the income of other family members. 

 The few number of the respondents point to educational loans/bank loans as the reason of borrowing money that represent one of the main sources of financing education in the West. A private person without interest rate was named as the main source of educational loan. 

Analysis has shown the biggest sum on education is spent by the Georgian respondents per month. Relatively less is spent in Armenia, and the least is spent in Azerbaijan.

The major reason of getting education is creation of successful career in the native country and love for chosen profession. The exception is Azerbaijan where receiving diploma was named as the main reason for getting education.

In all three countries age (it is too late for me) and  also not having enough time for starting education program - were pointed as the main reason of not getting education. 
In all three countries there is a complete unanimity in naming the first reason - because the age was named in this case; having no time was named in Georgia as the second reason; having no interest in studying – was the reason in Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

 Trust towards educational system is high, although the Armenian have the most positive attitude, next are Azerbaijanians and finally Georgians. 
Similarly, the most Armenian respondents consider the educational system as the efficient organization among the different organizations operating in their country, they are followed by Azerbaijanians and the last are the Georgians. However, it should be mentioned that educational system deserves more confidence than being only considered as efficiently operating organization. 

It would be interesting to define the attitude towards educational system in Georgia after carrying out  the reform in educational system.

For getting education population migrate to the capital as well as abroad. The most people migrate for the purpose of getting education in Georgia, then in Armenia and finally in Azerbaijan. Very often the fact, that the major educational centres are located in the capitals and the cost of living in the capital is much higher than in the regions, reduces accessibility of receiving education for the region inhabitants; high educational fees and complicated social and economic conditions aggravate the situation.  

Among the migrants to abroad the bulk are the Armenians, relatively fewer are the Georgians and the least are the Azeri. 

For the purpose of education almost the third of migrants are from Georgia, the number of such people in Armenia and Azerbaijan is much fewer.

Only the Georgian respondents want to go abroad for the purpose of getting education, the Armenian and Azerbaijanian respondents do not express the same wish.

The countries of the family member migration for the purpose of education are Russia and Germany. The main migration country from Georgia is Germany, from Armenia – the USA and from Azerbaijan – Russia and Turkey. 

Receiving education for the purpose of starting a job is perceived as an important factor, particularly in Georgia; relatively fewer respondents consider getting education as the factor for starting a job in Armenia and Azerbaijan. This circumstance determines optimistic attitude towards starting proper job after getting education. In particular, the most respondents consider that after getting education they will start a job in accordance to their specialty, relatively fewer think about starting a job not in accordance to their profession.   
Despite the fact, that significant number of respondents have received the higher education and getting education is perceived as a important factor for starting a job, the index of unemployment is enough high in each country. Unemployment index is the highest in Georgia, next in Armenia and finally in Azerbaijan. Thus, there is some differences between the employment and the attitude of the respondents toward employment.

The main reasons of unemployment are inability to get a job and inability to get a properly paid job. 

Reasoning from the fact that the rate of unemployment is the highest in Georgia, inability to get a job is pointed out mostly in Georgia, then in Armenia and finally in Azerbaijan. Inappropriate payment is the main reason of unemployment in Azerbaijan, then in Armenia and finally in Georgia. The least of the respondents named studies\education as the reason for unemployment. 

The main state employer organization is state organization\company.  
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